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         Process ……… 

 Gathering names  
– field collection from local use 

– other sources 

 
 Processing in office 

– to database, etc. 

 

 
 Official recognition 

 Dissemination 

 

1987 



Disseminating the data 

 Names are important to communication 

 Maps, reports, etc. need up-to-date names 

 Must distribute names data ... don’t be 

“best kept secret”! 

 Different ways of doing this .... 



Who needs to know? 

 Public understand and appreciate the 

history and meaning of the names 

– Informed through data access, internet, 

media, the news, brochures, presentations, 

displays 
 

 Government – generally less interested 

in the history and meaning! 

– Informing management for decision-

making through maps, gazetteers, 

databases 



Geographical 
Names Office 

Maps, Atlases 
Gazetteers 

Digital data 

Enquiries  
Media Web site 

Brochures 
Guides 

Manuals 

Displays 
Videos  

Exhibits 

UNGEGN  
Information  

Bulletin 

Tours 
Education 

Road signs Census data 



 Mongolia  

   … database, map, gazetteer 



              Gazetteers 

 Reference listings of geographical 

names, usually arranged alphabetically, 

and including various attributes 

– Gazetteer indexes to atlases 

– Geographical dictionaries 

– Gazetteers for maps of particular scale 

– Concise national gazetteers 

– Special gazetteers (e.g. N. Quebec, 

Canada) 

– On-line gazetteers/databases 

 



 



Special gazetteer 
 

- 17 community based 

regions of Nunavik (QC) 
 

- some 10,000 names for 

~7800 locations 
 

- enhance knowledge 

and preserve culture 
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Some other promotional ideas 

 Media  

– radio/TV programs on local toponymy 

 Open House ... display on toponymy 

 Community events ... booth about 

toponyms 

 Brochure re toponyms of a particular area 

 Buttons, pens, postcards, bookmarks 

  to create an interest 

 



UNGEGN Information Bulletin 

 Two each year since 1987 

 Updates on significant name 

decisions, courses, publications 

• UN contacts 

• … http://unstats.un.org/unsd/geoinfo 

• ... blake1@un.org 

• Needs your information! 

 



Toponymy at the focus 
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